Wlllamw Woordl by kaetie Maguive

One of the lesser kinoww of the ten mew of Saungus wiro- founded,
Sanduich way an erudife gentleman of profound literary skill named
William Woodl. Researci tells ws Hhat the name wos most bikely Woodlis
i the Derbyshire area of England wirere Wlliam was born un
1582.

One of owr early colonual settlements to- tie nortivwest of owr Sandwici,
namely Concord, MA, cdaims William Wood also- ay one of Uy early
founders. | have even read researcin, poorly sounrced obviowsly, Hat
stated that Wlddowm Wood arrived on owr shoresy i 1638 and went
directly to- the avea of Concoro witiv iy brotiver Joduwv NOT TRUE!

Actually, Wlliam, hiy furst wife Martha Sawyer, s brotiver Joluww and
ot least two- young chuildvren arrived in Salew i 1628 ay part of the
Jolwn Endicott fleet witiv tive ntfention of founding a colony.

Ay witiv owr othver nine founders, Wlliam and family first settled un
“Savgust’, now- paat of Lynine Wllham was named a- Freemonn as of 1.8
May 1631 and settled n to- Hie arvea for about four years.

His oceunpation by Uisted as “aunthvor’ and un 1633 he traveled back to-
England to- publisiv his 100 page volume entitled “New- England
Prospects’’. One can specudate Uf indeed this publication served as some
sort of adwertisement for emigrotion to- New- England? He also-
publisied o map of eastern New- England.

Returning to- Lynmw v 1634 he served as deputy of the Mass Bay
General cownt for Lynn for 1635 and 1636.



The Plymoutiv General Cowrt way obpiowmsly looking for good leadersivip
when they granted permission for the 10 men to- travel sowtin to- become
the furst proprietors of Sandwich unv 1637.

“On 3 Aprilb 1637 Wllliam Woodl was one of Hie ten men of ‘Saungaust’
who- were permitted by Hhe Plymouwtn General Cowrt to- view- a place to-
set doww and hhave sufficient landy for 3 score families.” (This woulod
be the 60 families wio soon followed).:

Now- we enter tire ttme of iy life wiven for some reason, periaps his
Unks to- e Flnt fomily, or ot the request of s brotiver Joduwn, Wllliam
was called nortiv to- the land, wirich became kinown ay Concoro The
yeor wos 1638. Sunce he obviowsly did not cwt iy Hesy witiv
Sandwmrichy, since e also- briefly served as Sandwich Town Clerk,? we
can ondy assume that hiy fomily remained un Sandwich at least for a
wiile:

Two- Woodl children were born n Sandwich v 1648 and 16449.
Sandumich recoros shhow- ondy one man named Wood, and tvat person
named. Wlliam Wood, at this time period. Sadly, recoros of He Wood
fomily disoppeor by 1650 and e family settled permanently in
Concovde wirere the wintersy are long, harshv and full of snow-

“lnv ae undated. deed (ackinowledged on 3 June 1650), “Wlliam Woorl
of Sandmridge’’ sold to- James Skiffe of Sandwich “Huy dwelling house
..l Sandmridge aforesaids witiv one barn and stally for coattle adjoining
wplands or meadows.. fogetiver witiv all iy right tuHe and uinterest anol
unto- the sald premises.”’ “Jane Woodl (second wife), the wife of William
Woodl’ corsented o 3 June 1650 3
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William dieds i Concorde on 14 May 1671. Honving spoken withv he
overseers of the cemeteries and ol burial grownds of Concord, we do-
not believe Here Uy an actual marked grove for Wlliom un Concorol

Their oldest buryung grownd s right unv tie center of the village and s
called Ol HUL. The furst recorded burial grovwnd there iy 1667. They
axe, on the wihole, a younger community than old Sandwich Row- A of
owr Ol Town Burying Grownd v full of wnmarked graves, some of-
which predate tie founding of the burying ground un 1663.

The staff at Concord has kindly offered to- helypp me tour tire oldest
burying grownds for Wood famidly members and Hiey assmre me tHrey
have a full genealogy of the family. After all, to- them he sy a ‘founder’,
even Hho U appearsy to- me he just took a jaunt nortiv to- visit i brotiver
Johun v tihe area and stayed for o bit before refurning fo- Sandwmrich for
ot least 10 more years:

The Concord historians also- told me Hhat there are membery of He
Wood family buwried in an especially designed ploace i nearby
Sudbury called tive Revolutionary War Burying Grownd. | am hoping
to- towr and recoro those stones as well.

The family certainly did mudtiply and prosper there. Wihile touwring
the newer Sleepy Hollow- Cemetery witiv my grand daughvter, Lucy, un
search of her beloved Lowisa May Alcott's grove we came across o vast
stone monument markeo Woool.

Wlllam Woodl was my 9t great grand fotrer and Lucy, born and being
raiseod i Concord, wondcally,  an 11 greot granddaunghter of
Williaw Wood. Ay Boarbara GUL alwoys tells me, once yow are related
to- one of the old families, yow are related. to- e all, and we arel






