Edwundl Freemwan by lrving Freeman

| wos born on June 25Hr 1596 un Pulborouglh, Sussex, England. [n my
pre—-ummigration Uife | Lved not ondy un Pulborougiv, but | moved to-
Bllinglhuwrst, Sussex v 1619 -1620, and lived there for seven or elghht
yeary. On June 16, 1617, un Cowfold, Sussex, England, | married
Bennett Hodsoll, daugivter of Jodun Hodsoll and Faitiv Grotwick

Bacon. Bennett bore me six children before she died on April 12,
1630, wn Pulboroughv. On Avgust 10, 1632, | married my seconod wife,
Elizabetiv Raymer, un Shipley, Sussex, England. She was born about
1600 un England. | sailed on boord tihe Abigacl from Londown, arriving
un Boston, un the Massachusetts Bay Colony on October 8tiv 1635,
unfected withv smallpox: On boord the Abigail witv me was my wife,
Mrs: Elzabetiv Freeman, asy well as my 4 surviving children, Alice,
Edward (Edmund), EUzabetn, and Jolun.

| moved to- Saunguy, un e Bay Colony on December 10, 1635. |
presented the colony withv twenty pleces of armor plate. Wit two-
years, however, | moved to- Duxbury in Plymoutiv Colony, wirere | was
admitted as o freeman on Janunory 2, 1636/1637. | was present ot a
general meeting of the ‘freemen’ of Plymoutiv o March 7, 1636/1637.

On April 3, 1637, nine otirer men of Saugus and | goined the
agreement of the Generol Cowrt of Plymoutiv Colony fo- commence tire
estaplishument of e furst Englisiv Town on Cape Cod. It wasy written at
the time that we went to- Cape Codl “to- worsihip God and make money.”
Wit two- years, the setttement way legally incorporated as tive fown
of Somodwich. Elizabetiv and | settled near Scusset Marsiv v 1638
ond also- owned land i Ploughed Neck un East Sanounich

| was guite actve i puplic affairs, and un 1640 | way appointed as
the representative of Sandwich along withe Thomay Dummock of
Bairnstable and. John Crow of Yarmouwtiv, to- meet and. discinss e
camnses/ controversies withv the tiwee towvsiuips of Cape Codl | was elected
as one of the seven Assistont Governors of Plymowtiv on June 2, 1640,



and. re~elected annumally thwoughh June, 1645. When the government of-
Plymouwtiv realized the need for a means to- resolve small legal cases on
Cape Codb withowt the poarties hhaning to- go- to- Plymowtin, | was
appointed head of a cowut of thwee men to- hear and determine e
Cases.

| had toleront and Uberal views Hhuoughv two- cases: Late in 1645,
Captoin William Vassal petitioned the Plymouwtiv Count to- legalize men
of every religlows belief wivo- would stll “preserve the civil peace and
subit unto- government.” The Plymoutiv counsel of seven pluy He
Governor were evenly divided, withv my being among those U favor of
the petition: The conservative faction optained o delay and the matter
way never roised again, wirile Plymouwtiv became steadily more rigid un
Uy ntolerance of beliefs otiver than those of the established chaurci.

The second uncldent came wiren | cownselled moderation during tie
Quakers troubles un the Colovnies, wirich reacihed Sandwich 16 or 17
years after Uy settlement: | opposed tie enactment and enforcement of
severe anol iherol punishuments for He Quakers: This principled
stand. put me U oppositlon to- many otivers n He Plymowtn Colony
government and resudted b my wot being re-electeds Elizabetiv and |
were less than devoted to-tie estoblished Sepoaratist e of
Plymoutiv Colony, and on October 7t 1651, we, along withv eleven
othher people of Sandwici, were presented to-tive cowart for not
“frequenting tive pubplick worship of Godl'. Nevertiveless, according fo-
historian, Frederick Freeman, | woay “pre—-eminently respected, always
fixed i principle, and decisive v action, nevertireless guiet ano
wnobtrusiae, a comnsellor and leader withouwt ambitions ends L views
of wncompromising nfegrity and of sound judgment.”

Despite all my problems witihv the Puritans of tihe Plymoutiv Colony
anol Heir view on punisiving Quakers, | UL fawvored tive Quakers and.
even allowed Hem to- use my home for Hheir meetungy

My wife Elizabetiv died in Sandwic on Februwory 14, 1675/1676. |



wrote my will on June 21, 1682 (proved November 2, 1682), wiere |
oassigned as executors my son, Johwn, my daunglter, Elizabetiv EWL, and
my son—-un-law, Edward Perry. | gave my land to- them, as well as to-
my other son, Edmund, and iy grandson, Thomas Paddy. | referred
also- to- land | had already gwven to- my grandson, Mattiviay EULy on
February 24w 1678 U Sandmwich

My wife and | are botr buried on a Will at Hie rear of my howse wnder
rustic stone monumments, kinoww ay “the saddle and pllionw’ wivel |
selected myself at the fime of my wife's deativ It sy the oldest burying
ground un Sandwichv The graves are now- marked by metal plagues on
the origunal farm, located on Tupper Road, just east of Rowte 6 A v
Sandmwich. The plot s located. on Hie right side of Tupper Road
belind wirat B now-the ‘Snow- Goose store.



